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Women’s Work to create economic opportunity
Women’s Work, an initiative of Women Ending Hunger, is set to launch a series of classes this month that are aimed at helping local women turn cottage craft skills into self-employment opportunities. 
“We are inviting women to come and learn how what they make could make them money,” said Kat Daniel, WEH program director. “Many women have skills, particularly handcraft skills, that they have learned from their mothers and grandmothers that could be creating income for them and their families.”
Women’s Work, an initiative of Women Ending Hunger, was organized in 2010 to help low- income women enhance their economic well-being in a community support system. By bringing women together to work in traditional craft guilds or circles, they not only have the opportunity to share craft knowledge and experience, but to share life experiences and other resources as well.  

Starting the week of July 17th, Women’s Work will be offering free classes (with initial supplies included) in rag rug construction, knitting, and sewing and alterations. The classes are available to women of all skill levels, beginner to advanced and are being supported by numerous community partners providing instruction, meeting space, supplies, and equipment for the endeavor. Registrations are being accepted now.
Salem Alliance Church will be providing meeting rooms for the guilds in their Broadway Commons building at 1300 Broadway NE and the Trading Post building at 565 Hood St NE; Whitlock’s Vacuum & Sewing Center is donating a couple of sewing machines and making others available to Women’s Work at reduced cost for the Sewing and Alterations class; and Sunnyside Organics is providing a volunteer instructor for the rag rug guild. 

 “Women artists and artisans with more experience will provide basic instruction for beginners who want to explore turning a hand-crafting skill into an economic opportunity,” Daniel said. “Our aim is to help women recognize that they have options regardless of their present circumstance and that they can tap into a social network of fellow artisans who can offer them encouragement, production tips, and support within the guild circle as well as out in the larger 
(continued on next page)

community.  Through this initiative we hope to add to our community quality of life by promoting the traditional craft work of women’s hands as the unique art it is and reducing poverty one successful cottage industry or small business at a time.”
Membership in Women’s Work is open to all women artists and artisans and benefits of membership include marketing and promotion of members’ work.  Last year, MPFS conducted a hunger survey among people receiving emergency food assistance. The findings showed that many people attribute their economic circumstance to a lack of skills and employment opportunities. Women’s Work seeks to address these barriers by forming a community support system that encourages entrepreneurship and self-sufficiency.  
Upcoming classes include the following:

Rag Rug Guild (in partnership with Sunnyside Organics) meets Wednesdays, 1 to 3 p.m., Room 203, Broadway Commons, 1300 Broadway NE, Salem, July 20 to Sept. 28.
Knitters’ Circle meets Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6:30 to 8 p.m., Room 203, Broadway Commons, 1300 Broadway NE, Salem, July 21 to Aug. 30.

Sewing & Alterations meets the second and fourth Tuesdays, 1 to 3 p.m., 565 Hood St. NE, July 26 to Aug. 26. 

To register for a class, contact Kat Daniel at 503-581-3855, ext. 322 or kdaniel@marionpolkfoodshare.org. 
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