
New Community Garden Interest Form 

 

 

Please complete this form to apply to become an official Marion-Polk Food Share supported community 

garden.  

Starting a new community garden can be an exciting and rewarding process, but new garden 

coordinators often underestimate the amount of planning and relationship building that must go into the 

process in order for the garden to be successful.  This form is designed both to help new coordinators 

think through their garden plans and to help the Marion-Polk Food Share determine whether we can 

offer support for your project and in what way.   

General Information 

Date:_________________________  

Garden address or nearest cross street: __________________________________ 

Garden Name (if not decided, leave blank):___________________________________________ 

Person/organization submitting this form:______________________ ________________________ 

Phone:____ ____________________ Email:__________________________________________ 

Is your garden already running and you want to join the MPFS garden network, or is this a new garden 

start-up? Circle one:   

NEW GARDEN    EXISTING GARDEN 

 

Garden Vision 

1) Where is your potential garden located? What is the neighborhood like and why are you 

choosing this location? 

 

2) Why do you want to start a community garden?  

 

 

3) Are there any other gardens nearby? How heavily are they used and how would this garden 

reach a different population? 

 



4) What garden model are you considering? Examples include: private rental plots, communally 

run garden for a specific population, or production garden for donation to the food bank. 

 

5) Who do you see as being your primary gardeners? Who will the garden serve? 

 

 

Leadership and Community Support 

1) Who is on your garden coordinating committee, or your core team of garden advocates? Please 

list names and organizations represented, as applicable. 

 

2) What skills do your committee members contribute to the project? For example, do you have 

members who are Master Gardeners, educators, coordinators, organizers? 

 

3) How many people have expressed clear interest in building and/or utilizing the garden? 

 

 

 

4) Have you contacted and/or confirmed any other organizations or neighborhood partners? 

Please list. 

 

5) Do you or your organization have any funding lined up to support the project? 

 

 

Site Details 

1) Who is the land owner of the proposed garden site? Are they open to having a garden on the 

site for at least 5 years? 

 

2) What do you know about the history of the land? What’s currently on the site? 

 



3) What is the approximate size of the garden space? 

 

4) What access does the site have to water? Is there irrigation already on site? 

 

5) How much sun does the site receive? Are there areas that are completely in shade for most of 

the year?  

 

6) Are there structures or trees that need to be removed? If so, what are they? Other barriers to 

gardening on this site? 

 

 

Are there any other details you’d like to add? 

 

 

 

Please submit to this form to: 

Leana Dickerson, Garden Program Coordinator  

Email: ldickerson@marionpolkfoodshare.org  

Fax: 503-581-3862 

Mail or drop off: 1660 Salem Industrial Dr. NE, Salem, OR 97301 

 

Submitting this form does not guarantee support from the MPFS Community Gardens program. Please 

allow 2 weeks for response.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ldickerson@marionpolkfoodshare.org


How do we decide? 

Marion-Polk Food Share supports gardens based on the following criteria: 

1. Alignment with the mission of Marion-Polk Food Share. Our highest priority is to support 

gardens that provide resources to low income or food insecure community members, and these 

gardens usually receive the highest level of support from us. We are further able to offer 

occasional resources to gardens that donate significant amounts of produce to MPFS or partner 

charities and gardens that focus on educational efforts for children and young adults.  

2. Capacity of garden coordinator(s) and local community to support the garden. The MPFS 

network is made up of gardens that are run at the neighborhood level; MPFS does not directly 

manage any community gardens. We support and provide resources for community gardens, 

but day-to-day maintenance, plot rentals, etc. are handled by neighborhood volunteers. You 

need to be sure there are garden coordinators, community gardeners, and other volunteers that 

are willing to put a significant amount of time and energy into the garden.  

3. Capacity of MPFS staff and resources. Staffing and funding for our program is limited. We 

simply don’t have the resources to support every request. Based on the number of gardens we 

are working on, we may deny or delay working with you due to staff capacity.  

4. Logistics of the specific proposed site. These factors include cost to build at the proposed 

location, quality of soil, availability of water, proximity to high need areas and proximity to other 

gardens, among other factors.  

 

 

 

 


